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Mendon-Upton Music Department Philosophy 

Music is a part of each person’s life. Music education helps to create a whole 

person by building music literacy through reasoning, imagination, and 

dexterity.  As a result, students are able to express ideas and emotions 

through music that they cannot express in language alone.  Therefore, 

lifelong participation in music should be nurtured.  In order to understand 

the range and depth of the human imagination, one must have knowledge of 

the arts.  In order to comprehend how musicians express meaning, students 

must acquire literacy in the arts. The term “artistic literacy” means the 

ability to use and understand symbols and structures of music.  As they learn 

to communicate through music, students understand why people need more 

than words for clear, meaningful expression. 

 

Why study instrumental music? 

 
There is a multitude of reasons why one should study a musical instrument. 

Here are a few of the key reasons: 

 

 The student will be a part of an organization within the school. 

 

 The student will develop an understanding and appreciation of music. 

 

 The student will develop the ability to work as a member of a team. 

 

 The student will develop poise and personality through solo and 

ensemble experience and will develop emotionally and socially. 

 

 The student will develop coordination and a sense of rhythm from the 

instrumental music experience. 
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Band Expectations and Conduct 

 

 Students are required to attend all group performances.  The 

students will be notified of the dates well in advance. A calendar 

will be posted several times a year with important dates on it. 
 

 The student must understand that learning his or her part is an 

individual responsibility, but one that is necessary to the success of 

the group as a whole.  Ample practice time at home is expected. 
 

 Members, at all times, will be held responsible to conduct 

themselves in a proper manner that reflects behavior that is 

expected of all students at the Miscoe Hill School. (Students will 

not attend trips, festivals, etc. if their class behavior becomes an 

issue.) 
 

 All members, at all times, will be expected to show proper respect 

for the director, substitute teacher, guest conductor, and other 

classroom visitors. 
 

 Students are responsible for having their music, instruments, and all 

necessary accessories (such as reeds, valve oil, pencils, etc.) at all 

rehearsals and performances.             
Woodwind Players- should purchase a box of reeds. 1 box usually 

will last a few months. (see recommended equipment) 
 

 Brass Players- should have valve or slide oil. 
 

 Students must be cooperative, courteous and helpful to other 

members of their sections and to the members of the band. 
 

 Students must properly mark their instrument cases and books 

with their names and telephone numbers. 
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Miscoe Hill Bands 
 

There are six bands at the Miscoe Hill School: 

 5
th

 grade band 

 6
th

 grade band 

 7
th

 grade band 

 8
th

 grade band 

 Monday/Wednesday Jazz Band 

 Tuesday/Thursday Jazz Band 
 

 

5
th

 Grade band:  

 

The 5
th
 grade band at Miscoe Hill performs approximately twice a year at the 

annual Winter and Spring Concerts.  Performances are meant to showcase 

the students’ hard work and dedication that they have put forth since the 

beginning of the school year.  The fundamentals of reading music will be 

reviewed and reinforced every week using the Tradition of Excellence- 

Book 1, during their weekly forty-minute instrument lessons.  Lesson times 

will be given to the students, posted on the music department website, and 

will be posted in the teacher’s classrooms.  Throughout the school year, 

students will be working on a varied repertoire of music.  Additionally, 

students will become familiar with the composer, culture, musical theory, 

and history as it relates to the repertoire. 

 

 

6
th

 Grade Band:  

 

The 6
th
 grade band at Miscoe Hill performs approximately three times each 

year at the annual Winter and Spring Concerts, and at the Mendon and 

Upton Memorial Day Parades.  Performances are meant to showcase the 

students’ hard work and dedication that they have put forth since the 

beginning of the school year.  The fundamentals of reading music will be 

reviewed and reinforced every week using the Tradition of Excellence- 

Book 1 and Book 2 during their weekly forty-minute instrument lesson.  

Lesson times will be given to the students and will be posted on the music 

department website. Throughout the school year, students will be working 

on a varied repertoire of music.  Additionally, students will become familiar 

with the composer, culture, musical theory, and history as it relates to the 

repertoire. 
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7
th

 Grade Band:  

 

The 7
th
 grade band at Miscoe Hill performs several times throughout the 

school year, including the annual Winter Concert and the annual Pops 

Concert.  In addition, the band will be expected to perform in local parades, 

as well as the Great East Festival Trip.  Concerts are meant to serve as a 

culmination of the musical process that students have participated in since 

the beginning of the school year.  The 7
th

 grade band will participate in at 

least one music festival during the school year to receive feedback and 

recommendations from highly qualified adjudicators.  The fundamentals of 

reading music will be reviewed and reinforced during rehearsals using a 

varied repertoire of music and supplemental material.   Additionally, 

students will become familiar with the composer, culture, musical theory, 

and history as it relates to the repertoire. 

 

 

8
th

 Grade Band:  

 

The 8
th
 grade band at Miscoe Hill performs several times throughout the 

school year, including the annual Winter Concert and the annual Pops 

Concert.  In addition, the band will be expected to perform in local parades, 

as well as the Great East Festival Trip.  Concerts are meant to serve as a 

culmination of the musical process that students have participated in since 

the beginning of the school year.  The 7
th

 grade band will participate in at 

least one music festival during the school year to receive feedback and 

recommendations from highly qualified adjudicators.  The fundamentals of 

reading music will be reviewed and reinforced during rehearsals using a 

varied repertoire of music and supplemental material.   Additionally, 

students will become familiar with the composer, culture, musical theory, 

and history as it relates to the repertoire. 
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Miscoe Hill Jazz Bands:  

 

The Jazz Bands are auditioned groups at Miscoe Hill.  The bands are 

primarily comprised of 7
th
 and 8

th
 graders, though 6

th
 graders are accepted 

upon the instrumentation needs of the group.  Audition materials will be 

distributed to students in the early weeks of school, and auditions will be 

held in individual appointment slots either before or after school.  Each Jazz 

Band rehearses on either Tuesday and Thursday or Monday and Wednesday 

morning from 7:30-8:15am in the band room.  Members are expected to 

attend all morning rehearsals as well as performances.  Delinquency of this 

policy will result in expulsion from the group.  The Miscoe Hill Jazz Bands 

perform several times a year, including the annual Winter Concert, the 

annual Pops Concert, and once at the annual Jazz Night. Additional 

performances may include community service performances, as well as the 

Massachusetts Association of Jazz Educators (MAJE) Middle School 

Festival. Students will be working on a varied repertoire of music from 

different music genres such as Swing, Rock, Latin, and Funk.  Additionally, 

students will become familiar with the composer, culture, musical theory, 

and history as it relates to the repertoire. 

 

 

Central District Junior High Festival: 

 

Students in 7
th

 and 8
th
 grade will have the opportunity to audition on 

Saturday, February 1, 2014 for a spot in the Central District Concert Band, 

Jazz Band, or Orchestra.  The Central District Festival is an opportunity for 

students to audition for an ensemble made up of 7
th

 and 8
th
 graders from the 

central area of Massachusetts. Per the CDMMEA rules only 30 band 

students from Mendon-Upton are allowed to audition in any given year. 

Students will be evaluated by the members of the music faculty, and if 

needed a pre-audition will be held to determine placement for the available 

audition slots. The audition includes assigned prepared solo(s), major and 

chromatic scales, and sight reading.  Any student selected into an ensemble 

must attend three mandatory rehearsals and a final concert held on Saturday, 

May 3, 2014. 
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Instrumental Rental Program 
 

For your convenience, we have set up a rental program with Joe Heffernan 

of Music and the Arts Center in Milford, MA. Music and the Arts Center is 

located at 176 Main Street in Milford, (508) 478-6688. 

 

Once you have a contract, the student is responsible for the care and 

maintenance of the instrument. Music & Arts Centers will come to the 

school to pick up and repair all instruments rented through the Music & Arts 

Centers. Your contract will cover various possible problems that may occur 

with the instrument, such as faulty valves or slides that are sticking, air 

leaks, key adjustment and damaged cork. If an instrument is severely 

damaged through carelessness and/or neglect, you are responsible for the 

payment/repair of the instrument. 

 

Because of the large number of students who take a band instrument, the 

STUDENT is responsible for bringing their instrument to school (on the day 

of their lesson or for band rehearsal) and taking it home at the end of that 

same day. Leaving an instrument at school can result in damage or loss of 

instrument. Neither the music faculty nor school is responsible for any lost 

or damaged instruments left at school. 

 

*Parents if you bring an instrument into school for a child, the office will 

direct you where to put the instrument. It is the responsibility of the child to 

check and see if that instrument was brought in. Due to the numbers in the 

music program, we cannot have the office contact every student that has an 

instrument brought in by a parent. Please be aware of this, and remind your 

child, and we will do the same. This is the music department policy and 

there will be no exceptions!* 

 

The Mendon-Upton Music Department has a long standing business 

relationship with Music and Arts to provide students with quality equipment 

to begin instrumental study.  While, you do have the option to do business 

with another vendor, please be cautious when buying from online sites and 

bargain stores as we cannot guarantee the quality of their product.  A 

reminder that repairs on instruments purchased outside of Music and Arts 

are your responsibility.  Feel free to contact any member of the music 

faculty if you have questions.   

 

 Always remember “think of buying an instrument like buying a car!” 
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Additional Required Supplies: 

 
Music Stand – all students should have an available music stand for home 

practice. This can be purchased at the time of instrument rental.  

 

Flutes: a handkerchief or lint free cloth to clean out their instrument after 

every use. 

 

Clarinets: students should purchase a box of reeds.  

 5
th

 Grade- RICO ROYAL 2.5 

 6
th

 Grade- RICO ROYAL size 2.5 or 3 

 7
th

 and 8
th
 Grade- RICO ROYAL size 3 or Vandoren size 3*  

 

Saxophones: students should purchase a box of reeds. 

5
th

 Grade- RICO ROYAL size 2 or 2.5 

 6
th

 Grade- RICO ROYAL size 2.5 

 7
th

 and 8
th
 Grade- RICO ROYAL size 2.5 or Vandoren size 2.5* 

 

Trumpets/Horns/Euphonium: valve oil 

 

Trombones: slide oil OR Slide-o-Mix 

 

Percussion:  Sticks AND Mallets to all band classes and lessons. On 

lesson days they will need bells or snare drums as well as the method 

book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

Grading and Attendance Policy 

 

All Bands-Grades 5-8 

 

All band students will receive a letter grade on their report card each 

quarter. This grade is a reflection of their conduct and effort, practice 

assignments and participation, and performance attendance.  The grade will 

be broken down as follows:  

 

25% Conduct & Effort 

50% Assignments & Participation 

25% Performance Attendance 

 

Conduct & Effort 

This Miscoe Hill Band Program prides itself on the outstanding character 

and behavior of its members.  All band members are expected to uphold 

these values at all times.  Poor behavior or lack of consistent effort may 

negatively affect a student’s grade. 

 

Assignments & Participation 

Students will receive a grade for each rehearsal/instrumental lesson based 

off the following criteria:   

 

Students should arrive on time to their scheduled class (50%), with their 

instrument (25%), their music/band method book (20%) and a pencil 

(5%). 

 

Additionally, practice logs, written assignments, and playing assignments 

will be factored into this portion of their overall grade. 

 

Performance Attendance 
Students are expected to be in attendance at all performances.  Every student 

plays an integral role in their ensemble and we need every member of our 

team to make performances successful.  Performance dates are given in 

advance so that families can plan accordingly.  A student’s grade may be 

affected if a student is unable to attend a scheduled performance.  All 

absences must be communicated to/approved by the band director. 
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Practice Time 
 

Encourage your child to make practice a nightly routine.  Practicing is 

considered to be the “homework” of band class. Your child should be 

practicing four to five days per week.  Practicing proves to be much more 

effective when done repeatedly over shorter periods of time than cramming a 

long practice session.  Practice recommendations are 20-30 minutes a day.  

Feel free to monitor your child’s practice by doing such things as reminding 

them to sit or stand with good posture, asking them to play for you 

frequently and cleaning their instrument out after every use (woodwinds). 

 

*It is better to practice four times a week for a half-hour  

than once a week for 2 hours* 

 

 

 

 

Dress code for all performances 

 

Girls- black skirts or pants (no jeans), white blouse, dark shoes and dark 

socks. 

 

Boys- black pants (no jeans), white collared dress shirt, long ties, dark shoes 

and dark socks. 

 

*All skirts and tops need to meet the requirements of the Miscoe Hill Dress 

Code!!! 
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Private Lessons 
 

Students of all levels and ability are encouraged to take advantage of the 

opportunity to enhance their individual skills through private lessons.  

Private lessons give students one-on-one attention, helping them not only 

with band repertoire and responsibilities, but also opportunities such as 

central district and jazz band auditions.  It is ideal and recommended for 

7
th

 and 8
th

 graders to take private lessons due to the fact that they will 

no longer receive weekly group lessons during school hours.   
 

There are many well-qualified private teachers in the local area. The next 

page includes a list of local private instructors. 

  

Woodwinds 

Ron Lewis- (508) 473-1700 

Henry Morel- (401) 766-6336 

Mike Crowley- (508) 473-2215 

 

Brass 

Oliver MacFadden-(508) 826-0456 

William Moffett- (508) 473-0279 

 

Percussion 

Henry Morel- (401) 766-6336 

Peter Moffett- (508) 361-243 
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MENDON-UPTON MUSIC DEPARTMENT 2013-2014 

***Please visit mendonuptonmusic.org for any updates*** 

 

August 2013 

29-5
th

 Grade Instrument Demonstration- 9 and 10am 

 

September 2013 

6-5
th

 Grade Instrumental Rental Night- 6pm @Miscoe 

 

October 2013 

10- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

 

November 2013 

14- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

 

December 2013 

5- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

11- H.S. Concert- 7pm @Nipmuc 

18- 7
th

 Grade Concert-7pm @Miscoe 

19- 8
th

 Grade Concert-7pm @Miscoe 

 

January 2014 

9- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

22- 5
th

 Grade Concert- 7pm @Miscoe 

23- 6
th

 Grade Concert- 7pm @Miscoe 

 

February 2014 

1- Central District Audition- 7
th

/8
th

 Grade
 

6- MUSIC BOOSTER MEETING- 7:30pm @Nipmuc 

 

March 2014 

5- MAJE Senior Festival @Nipmuc 

13- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm @ Nipmuc 

20-22 MMEA All-State Conference 

26- Mendon-Upton Choral Festival Concert- 7pm @Nipmuc 

27- Mendon-Upton Instrumental Festival Concert- 7pm @Nipmuc 

29- HS MAJE State Festival 

 

April 2014  

4, 5, 6- MICCA Concert Festival TBD 

14- Central District Rehearsal- 7
th

/8
th

 Grade 

16- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING- 7:30pm @Nipmuc 

29- Jazz Night 7pm @Nipmuc 

30- Central District Rehearsal-7
th

/8
th

 Grade 
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May 2014 

3- Central District Rehearsal/Concert TBD 

8- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

13- Art Show Opening/Solo Ensemble Performances 7pm @Nipmuc 

14/15-Miscoe Hill Jazz Bands-MAJE Junior Festival @Trottier MS 

20- Miscoe Hill Pops Concert 7pm @Nipmuc 

21- Nipmuc Pops Concert- 7pm @Nipmuc 

22- Miscoe Hill Memorial Day Program 

23- Clough Memorial Day Program 

23- Great East Festivals-Miscoe Hill-7
th

 Grade 

26- Memorial Day Parades- Gr. 6-12 Bands 

30- HS Graduation 

30- Great East Festivals-Miscoe Hill- 8
th

 Grade 

 

June 2014 

3- 5
th

 Grade Concert-7pm @Miscoe 

4- 6
th

 Grade Concert-7pm @Miscoe  

12- MUSIC BOOSTERS MEETING-7:30pm@ Nipmuc 

 

*Concert Dress will be required at all evening performances* 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact any of us: 

 

Mrs. Lauren Amitrano- lamitrano@mursd.org 

Mr. Nick LaPete- nlapete@mursd.org 

Mr. Bill Moffett- wmoffett@mursd.org 

Mr. Michael P. Morel- mmorel@mursd.org 

 

Miscoe Hill- Phone- (508) 634-1590 

  

 

We look forward to a wonderful school year! 

 

mailto:lamitrano@mursd.org
mailto:nlapete@mursd.org
mailto:wmoffett@mursd.org
mailto:mmorel@mursd.org
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** Please return the slip below to Mrs. Amitrano or Mr. LaPete** 

 

My child and I have read and understand the policies and procedures in the 

band handbook. I am aware of all concert and booster meetings dates. 

 

 

____________________________    ____________  

    Parent’s Signature            Date 

 

 

____________________________   ____________ 

  Print Student’s Name           Grade 
 

 

 

Parent Email ______________________________________________________ 

 

   

 


